
Q. Alex, you’re chair of the ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit)
subcommittee of the Laguna Beach City Housing and
Human Services Committee. What motivated you to join
that committee? 
A. I’m passionate about affordable housing, the ability of

seniors, young people, artists and others to find homes they

can afford in Laguna Beach.

Q. A little bit about what you’re about in the off hours.
What’s your favorite food?
A. Sushi, all types.

Q. Hobbies?
A. I like hiking, running, hanging out on the beach, and all

genres of movies.

Q. Pets?
A. We have chickens! My mother and brother care for them.

All I do is eat the eggs. And we just got a German shepherd

mixed-breed dog named Ruby.

Q. What are you excited about for the Club?
A. Making positive change in our local community, electing

Democratic candidates…and meeting in person! 
Q. What was the catalyst for your early political
involvement?
A. My dad is an immigrant from Iran. He believed in the

American dream. He got an education and he worked hard. I

want to make sure that that can be a reality for everyone, no

matter where they grew up.

Q. What was some of your activism?
A. County Juvenile Justice Commission and as an advocate in

the OC juvenile justice system. 

Q. What about other youth issues?
A. I was lucky to grow up in Laguna Beach, with endless

educational opportunities. I think everyone should have a great

public education.
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A man in a pinch, for a towel drive or housing issues: Alex
came back to Laguna Beach after graduating from
Dartmouth with a degree in Government and History and
immediately re-embedded himself in the community.  

Alex is not one to brag…but during high school in Laguna
Beach, he worked as Senator Feinstein’s U.S. Senate Page,

served as the Secretary-General of the Model United Nations
program, and founded Safe Rides Laguna Beach. He was

Class President and a Juvenile Justice Commissioner for
Orange County. A Rockefeller First Year Fellow at

Dartmouth, Alex enjoyed a term at Oxford and  interned for
Judge John Mott in the District of Columbia Superior Court..

 



M e l i s s a  a n d  J o n  d r o p p e d  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  h o m e s  f o r  H a r l e y  a n d  p e r h a p s  5 0 0
f o r  K a t r i n a ,  p l u s  t h e y  w r o t e  h u n d r e d s  o f  p o s t c a r d s .   “ W e  d i d  s e v e r a l  p r e c i n c t s  i n
L a g u n a  N i g u e l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  A l i s o  V i e j o ,  h e l p i n g  D e m o c r a t s  w i n  A l i s o  V i e j o  c i t y  c o u n c i l
r a c e s , ”  J o n  s a i d .  T h e y  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  b o t h  t h e  L a g u n a  B e a c h  a n d  A l i s o  N i g u e l
D e m o c r a t i c  C l u b s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  t h r o u g h  e a c h  o n e .

T r u e  t o  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  J o n  a n d  M e l i s s a  a r e  a c t i v e  i n
C i t i z e n s  C l i m a t e  L o b b y  ( C C L ) ,  h e l p i n g  T o m  a n d  G i n g e r  O s b o r n e  w i t h  l e a d e r s h i p
d u t i e s .  “ W e ’ v e  b e e n  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  a n d  J o n  i s  d o i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f o r
C C L ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b o t h  o f  u s  m a n a g i n g  s o m e  s m a l l  w o r k s h o p s , ”  M e l i s s a  s a i d .
( c o n ' t  o n  p a g e  t h r e e )

A t  J o n  L i g h t ’ s  r e t i r e m e n t  a s  t h e  H e a d  o f  N o r t h
A m e r i c a n  A L M  T r e a s u r y  f o r  B N P  P a r i b a s ,  h e  a n d
h i s  w i f e  M e l i s s a  W a t e r s ,  f o r m e r  N e w  Y o r k - s t a t e r s
m o v e d  t o  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t o
b e  n e a r  t h e i r  t w i n  s o n s .  T h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y
j u m p e d  w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y  i n t o  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  a n d
D e m o c r a t i c  p o l i t i c s

“ W e  b o t h  w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t , ”  s a i d  M e l i s s a ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
S i e r r a  C l u b .  “ A n d  w e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  w a y
t o  h e l p  w a s  t h r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l  m e a n s .  T h e
D e m o c r a t s  a r e  a c t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g
s o m e t h i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p l a n e t .  H a r l e y  a n d
K a t r i n a  f i t  t h a t  m o l d , ”  J o n  a d d e d .  
 

Last Chance
Name the Newsletter!

Submit your proposed newsletter

name to deborah@dgesoundings.com   
 

IF YOUR NAME IS PICKED, YOU

WILL RECEIVE A GIFT

CERTIFICATE TO LAGUNA BEACH

BOOKS. JUDGES WILL BE THE

BOARD OF THE CLUB.   
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C l i m a t e
C o n c e r n s  
D r i v e  T h e m

Jon and Melissa donate to the towel drive 



( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2 )  W h i l e  d e e p l y
i m m e r s e d  i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  a r e a
w h e r e  J o n ,  a t  l e a s t ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n
c o m p l e t e l y  s o l d .  “ I  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  a  M e t s
f a n .  B e f o r e  w e  m o v e d ,  m y  o l d  w o r k  t e a m
g o t  t h e m  t o  p u t  m y  n a m e  u p  o n  t h e
s c o r e b o a r d .  N o w ,  I ’ m  w a t c h i n g  m o r e  D o d g e r
a n d  A n g e l s  g a m e s .  M a y b e  o n e  w i l l  b e c o m e
m y  s e c o n d  f a v o r i t e , ”  J o n  a l l o w e d .  J o n  a n d
M e l i s s a  h a v e  s e e n  g a m e s  –  M e l i s s a  a d m i t s  t o
o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e a d i n g  a  b o o k  - -  i n  n e a r l y
e v e r y  M a j o r  L e a g u e  B a s e b a l l  f i e l d  i n  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  “ W e  e n j o y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s
a n d  J o n  e n j o y s  b a s e b a l l ,  s o  w e  m i g h t  c a t c h
a  c o u p l e  o f  g a m e s  o n  o u r  v a c a t i o n  t h r o u g h
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s , ”  M e l i s s a  j o k e s .  
 
W h e n  n o t  w o r k i n g  o n  c l i m a t e  i s s u e s  a n d
c a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  D e m o c r a t s ,  M e l i s s a  a n d
J o n  b a b y s i t  t w o  d a y s  a  w e e k  f o r  t h e i r  8 -
m o n t h - o l d  g r a n d s o n  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s .  J o n  i s  a
2 5 - y e a r  k a r a t e  e n t h u s i a s t ;  M e l i s s a  i s  a
d e v o t e d  g e n e a l o g i s t  a n d  t h e y  b o t h  e n j o y
r i d i n g  b i k e s .  
 
M e l i s s a ’ s  s e n s e  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  s t a r t e d
e a r l y .  “ I  w a s  s i x  a n d  I  r e m e m b e r  d r i v i n g
t h r o u g h  P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  p a s s i n g  g r a d e
s c h o o l  s c h o o l s  w i t h  c h a i n  l i n k  f e n c e s  a n d
a s p h a l t  p l a y g r o u n d s .  M y  s c h o o l  h a d  n i c e
g r e e n  g r a s s ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  ‘ T h i s  i s  w r o n g . ’ ”  
 

YOU MADE IT
HAPPEN! 

We collected 100s of
towels for Wound

Walk OC

Missed our last Meeting ?

Watch Emerson's talk on battling 

disinformation and the lead up to the

insurrection on our website

www.thelbdems.com

 April Zoom Meeting 

Featuring Guest Speaker

ACLU Extern Sarah Kahn

"A Deep Dive into OC's

Incarceration System"

April 7 

7:00 PM
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